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MATT Ni af in; 
A the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it. 


1 


HE Words were occaſioned by Peter's 


| Confeſſion; Thou art the Chriſt, the Son 
of the Living God. The anointed, or 


the promiſed Meſſiab, and the proper 
and natural Son of God. This was ſpoke by Pe- 
ter, either out of his p:culiar Zeal, or as the 
Eldeſt of the Apoſtles; and there is no doubt bur 
as it was his own fincere Sence, fo it was the com- 
mon Sence of all the Apoſtles. | 
Our Lord in the next Verſe expreſſes his Satiſ- 


faction with Peter's Anſwer and high Commenda- 


tion of him: Bleſſed art thou Simon Barjona, for 


Fleſb and Blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 


my Father which is in Heaven, Thou haſt not re- 


ceived the Knowledge of this Truth by humane 


Teſtimony or Conjecture, or any Power of unaſ- 
ſiſted Nature, but by the faving Illumination of 
the Spirit of God concurring with my Doctrine 
and Miracles. He * And I ſay alſo unto thee, 
in juſt return to this Acknowledgment and Profel- 
ſion thou haſt made, That thou art Peter; thou art 


fitly called by this Name, alluding to the Signifi- 


cation of the Word, which, as well as that of Ce- 


A 2 this 


16. 


17. 


phas, is a Rock, or Stone. And upon this Rock Fob. i. 42. 
will 1 build my Church. Whole Volumes of Con- 
troverſies have been written upon theſe few Words, 

The Papiſts pretend from hence the Pope's Supre- 
macy; and from hence it muſt be fetched, it there 
is any thing to countenance it in all the New Teſ- 
tament; or which can be wreſted towards it. But 
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this Sence of the Words proceeds upon a double 
Suppoſition, not only utterly precarious, and with- 
out ſufficient Proof, hut evidently and demonſtra- 
bly falfe : The One is, That Peter himſelf had a 
Preheminence above the fell of the Apoſtles: The 
Other, That the Pope is the proper Succeſſor of 
Peter, Now, as tis plain, that Peter excelled the 
other Apoſtles only in his Forwardneſs and Zeal 
of Temper, which alſo ſametimes proved his 
* Dr. Bar- Snare z and ſome of the other Apoſtles excelled 
row Ache Him in other Graces, and/Qualificationsz and they 
Toth Su. Were all equal in their Office and Power: So tis 
premacy. à moſt arbitrary ang impudent Pretenſion, that the 
A Modeſt Pope is the Succeſſor of Peter, againſt fo great a 
1 5 of Evidence, not only that Peter was not 
1687, Bithop of Rome, but that He never was at Rome F. 
| But to leave this. Upon this Roc; i. e. Upon 
Me, who am the true Rock, the Foundation and 
Corner Stone. Or ppon this Confeſſion of Me 
which thou haſt made, this Faith which thou ha 
profeſs'd, that I am che true Meſiab and Son of 
God. Both which are found and good Inter preta- 
tions: But I chuſe the plain and ſimple Sence; 
Upon Thee, Peter, as a principal Inftrament and 
Miniſter of the Goſpel — — in the World: 
So the Grace of the Alluſiog is preſerved, and the 
Reaſon more evident. And accordingly we find 
the Apoſtle Peter firſt formed the Chriitian Church 
out of the Jewiſh Converts by that powerful Ser- 
"47,43. 41, mon, when there were added 10 ibem zoco Souls. | 
Which is the firſt mention of the Chrittian Church 
47. in the New Teſtament. And He was firſt imploy-J : 
ed to preach the Goſpel to the Gentiles z for Cor- 
nelius was directed by an Angel to ſend to Joppa 
"Alt. x. 3. for Simon whoſe Sirname is Peter, rather than to 
Jeruſalem, or any other Place where the other A- 
28. poſſles Were: And Peter was inſtructed by a Viſian| 
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to 8⁰. And be tells the Apoſtles and Elders when 
they were gathered together at Peraſalem; That 


Mouth ſhould bear the Nord of the Goſpe!, and be. 
lie ue. 1 44, v9 | 41 E 
Now concerning this Church, our Lord here 
promiſes ; And the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it. In ſpeaking more particular to this 
part of the Verſe, I ſhall | | 


I. Explain the Meaning of the Promiſe, and 
w what is contained in it, and deſigned by it. 
II. Confider the Certainty of it, or Security of 


its Accompliſhment. 
III. Apply it. 


I ſhall ſpeak with all the Brevity the Nature of 
theſe Things will admit. 


J. To explain it. And here are three Things to 
be a liule open'd, 

1. What we are here to underſtand by the 
Church to which the Promiſe relates. 2. What 
is meant by the Gates of Hell. 3. How far, and 
in what Sence, They ſhall not prevail againſt it. 

6. x. What we are here to underſtand by the 
Church. A good Thing, and worthy of all our Love 


d and all our Zeal, provided it be rightly under- 


ſtood. For the Word Church here is uſed to figni- 


- | fie, The Collection of faithful Souls, united to 


. | Chriſt the Head, by a living Faith; and to one 

anotber as Fellow-Members, by a fincere Love; 
and Joining together as they have Opportunity, in 
r- | the: Solemn Exerciſes of Religious Worſhip: ac- 
| cording to Chrill*s Appointment. All who are 
o really ſuch, make up the Invi/eb/e Church, who 
\-Jare only accepted in God's Account. All who ap- 

pear to be ſuch by a credible Profeſſion, make vp 
1 the 
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Gou made choice of Hm, tbat the Gentiles by bis Acl. 15. 7. 
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the Vi/ib/e Church, and have a Right to all the 
External Privileges of it. The whole Body of 
ſuch throughout the World make up the Catboket 
Church, or Body of Chriſt. And particular Per. 
ſons united together for actual Worſhip in any 
Place, make a particular Church, which is de- 
nominated from its reſpeCtive Place : As the 
Church of Feruſo/em,' Philippi, Cc. 
Now conceting this Church, there. are two 
Things to be briefly remarked. 
1. That 'tis built by Chriſt. I will build my 
Church. Tis a Metaphor taken from the Buil 
of an Houſe, which is firſt regularly framed 
and diſpoſed, and then reared' up and fixed. 80 
Eph. 2. 21. the Church is often compared to a Building fuly 
4.1% "Framed together: and fily joined together and com- 
:: 2» Paded: and an boly Temple in the Lord: and Ha. 
1 Per. ii. 5, i tion of God thro the Spirit: and a Spiritual 
Houſe of which Believers are the living Stones, 
and Chriſt himſelf the Corner Stone. Of this Build» 
ing Ctrift is the Chief Maſter Builder; for he has 
All. xx.283. purchaſed the Church with his own Blood, and ga- 
hered it out of the World by the Power of his 
Spirit. *Tis a Body of People united to him as 
the common Head, animated by his Spitit, own- 
ing his Authority, and obſerving the Laws and 
Appointments of his Worſhip: | So 'tis here called 
Be. zxxyi. His Church: and Chrift is a Son over his own Houſe, 
whoſe Houſe are We, if We hold faſt our Confidence 
and Rejoicing of Hope firm to the End. The Chri- 
ftian Church bears the Name of its Founder, and 
is more propetly denominated after Him, the 
Church of Chrift, than from any diſtinguiſhing 
Forn, or any particular Nation upon Earth: © + 
2. Thar tis built upon a Rock, Upon hi4 Rock 
cpi I build my Church. *Tis fixed upon a Rock for 
irs Stabiliry and Continuance, againſt all 1 > 
n e 82 ults 


the Walls of the City of the new Feruſalem, have 


—— 
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ſaults of its Enemies, and all the Injuries of Time: = 
like the Houſe built upon a Rock which ſtood 


» # lad 
againſt the Beating of the Floods and the Waves, ; 
becauſe it was founded upon a Rock, Nat vlan 


And this holds ttue, in whatſoever Sence yon 

underſtand the Words. If you underſtand them of 

Chrift: Himſelf. Upon this Rock will I build my 

Church, i. e, pointing to Himſelf as in that pa 

rallel Caſey, Deftroy this Temple, and in three Days Jeb. ii. 19- 

Iwill raiſe it ap. So the Apoſtle ſays, And that 1 cr. x 4 

Rock war Chrift; and He is the Chief Corner Stone. i Ve. ul. 6 

He is in ſtrict Propriety, the only Foundation of 

the Building: For other Foundation cas no Man r cer iii. 1c. 
than F hat which is already laid, which it Chriſt. 

'Tis raiſed upon Him as the proper Foundation, as 

well as by Him as the Burfder and Maker of it. 

Or, it you underſtand the Confeſſion of Peters | 

Faith; that he is the Chrift, the Son of the living 


God; the Chriſtian Church is truly built upon 
this fundamental Article, that Chriſt is the true 


Meſſiab and Son God; for tis a Society of Men 

rofeſſing this Faith, and is diſtinguiſrd by it 
Bom the Jewiſh Church, and every other Society 
ſuppoſing only what was before known, and what 
is fairly implied in it. Hence We find this very 
Profeſſion was frequently required to give Men the 
Denomination of Chriftian, and Right to Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſm, as in the Caſe of the Eunuch. Or, 44 


vin 374 


i yon underſtand” it of Peter and the reſt of the 
Apoſties. So we ate ſaid to be built aon the 
Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Feſus = apo avg 


Chriſt bimſelf+ being the Chief Cartier Stone. Ang . 


twelve Foundations, and in them the Names of the 
#welve Apoſiles of the Lamb. And St. Pau! fays 


of himſelt, Accor dings to the Grace of God given 


mY . ; 7 iii 
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6. "ited 4 anbt her buildeth thereon; and Paul 
Gal. ii. 9. planted and Apollos watered. And James and Ce- 
fhas and Fohn ſeemed to be Pillars. They were 
, the great Inſtruments and Supports of this Spiritual 
Building, who firſt planted and propagated the 
Chyiſtian Church in the World by their La bours and 
Jufferings, and acted therein according to the 
Powers and Inſtructions received from the Lord, 
And under the Conduct and Influence of u 
and Preſence with them. 
F. 2. Whar are we here to underſtand by the 
| Gates of Hell? The Words are e. of a double 
* Conſtruction. 
. To fignifie the Power of Death. The Word 
elne, which is bere rendered Hell, is the ſame | 
which is uſed im the Article of the Creed He 
Act. 2. 31. deſcended into Hell. So, He did not lenue bis Soul | 
Rev. i. 18. in Hell; and, He has the Keys of 'Hell\and Drath. 
in all which places; it does Mor: ſigniſie the Place | 
of Infernal Torments, but rhe State of ſeparate ! 
Souls, or rhe unſeen World. And fo the Word is 
often uſed in the Tranflation'of the LXX: and is 
the vſual Rendring of the Hebrew Word Nj, & 
which we ſo often tranſlate the Grave. And ſo the 1 
Gates of Hell is the fame with the Keys of Hell 
| and Death; i. e. the Power of Death and the 
Pf.cvii. 18. Grave 7 and i is ſometimes called the Gates of go h, 
Add. ii. 24. and the Pains of Death, © 
And according to this ConſtruQion of the Words, 
the Meaning is, That the Power of Dearh' ſhall] 
not prevail over the true Church; ir ſhall not be 
able ro keep them always in the Grave, and tri- 
umph in an everlaſting Contmement, He toi, nat 
leave their Souls in Hell, tho he ſuffer their Bu- 
dies to fee Corruption. He is the Re ſurreclion and 
the Life, and will raiſe them up at the" laſt bg . 


He will deſtroy the loft Enemy Death, as be 


theo 
/ 
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I thro Death deſtroyed Him who has the Power of 
Death, that is the Devil, And, He will change 
our vile Bodies, and faſhion them like to bis glorious 
3 Body, according to the Working whereby he is able 
even to ſubdue all things to Himſelf. Yea, there 
will be a conſtant Swcceſfion of freſh Members un- 


0 wt Cc ul 


1e der the Reign and Empire of Death in every Age 

4, of the World; Death will not be able to de- 

it vour, nor the Grave to ſwallow it up. And this 
holds equally true of every particular Believer, and 

ne is proper Conſolation and Support under all the 

le ITryals and Sofferings of Lite ; under the greateſt 

+: FProfpeits of worldly Dangers, and the moſt fright- 

rd ful Appearance of the King of Terrors. The 

ne JI worſt which Malice can do, is ozly to Kill the Body 

He and even that ſhall riſe again our of the Duff of 

ju! Death, and ſpring up into a more glorious and 

th immortal Life in Heaven. Nor will it be able to 

ace ſtop the Progreſs, any more than put a Period 

ate to it. 34 | | 

is 3 So ſome apply theſe Words particularly to Pe. A refe- 

s ter, to this Sence, that the Fears of Martyrdom, rn non, ad 

dw, and Terrors of Death ſhould not prevail againſt #10 ay 


thi: Him, to terrifie his Mind, or diſcourage from the 
lei! Faithful Diſcharge of his Work. That bis Faith 
bowld not fail. Fad ci "in | 
2. The Powets of the Devil. If you underſtand 
ell here in the more ordinary Sence, for the 
Place of Torments; then it will eaſily admit to 
Jignifie, by a uſual Figure, the Devil and his An- 
e &Þels, the Inhabitants of the Infernal Regions; the 
ame with the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and the Prin- 
Tipalities and Powers of Darkneſs. And becauſe 
he Gates of a. City were Places of great Strength, 
ortified for Security and Defence againſt che Pow- 


i 
TT 


x of an Enemy; and were on the Seat of Go 


Phil. iii. 


ſed avrgay 


Camer. in 
Prel ec. (der. 


in Ham. 
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Til and Places of Jodieature, Where they conſulted 


ropether: for te Common Safety, and diſpenced 
the Publick Juſtice: Upon theſe Confiderations, | 
the Gores of Hell may be extended to ſiæmfie, ali 
the Poiver, and all the Policy of Hell; the Strength f 
and Cunning of all the Powers of Darkneſs! All 
the Methods of* Violence and i ſecutien, and all | 
the Arts of Etror apd Deceit; whatfoevet At- 


itempts the- Devil and his Angels can make, by 


open Forte ot ſecret Frand:- whether to diſcourage 
or cotruprthertue Members of the Chriſtian 
Church, to barter down, or undermine the Spiri- 
tral Building. So tis exprefly faid;, Ir wir given 


Rev.xiii.7 % Him to nate War with the | Saints, — He de- 


| Harth, who ate under the Conduct and Direction 
1 24:24 
a n 


2 them who dwell upon the E arth, 341 

I ſhall only farther obſerve under this Head, 
Thar we may fitly take in by this Expreſſion thos 
underſtood, the whole Poe of Hell, and all who 
are in Alliance with it; the Power of wicked 
Men, and eſpecially the wicked Powers of the 


of the” Gol of this World ; for the Prince of the 
'Power of the Hir worketh in the Children of Dif. 
. "obedience, and they are led captive by Satan at bis 


%% The perſccuting Powers of the Earth, are 


; Y 
yt + % 
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Lak. xx1*. 
53 


the principal Supports and the prime Miniſters of 


ithe Kingdom ot Darknetfs' in this World, who 


(chief, and moſt effectually promote its Defigns. 
So When the Chief Prieſts and Captains and Elder 
came out to take our Lord with Swords and Staves 
He cells them, This it your Hour, and the Power offf 
Dartneſs ; the appointed Seaſon in which the De 
vil and vou his Inſtruments will wreak all ay 
Malice, and triumph in my Fall, 
&. 3. How far and in what S:nce they ſhall 20 
; ec va againſt it. I hall ſtate the true 9 and 
Xten 


| 
ate imployed as the great Inſtruments ' of Mir 
| 
{ 


ſhould deceive the ve 
YOu. 
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Extent of the Promiſe: in the following Parti- 


culars. 
1. It muſt be — of thy true Church of 


Chrild, and what is efſemtial te it; not of every 


J wing which pretendt to be the Church, or is only 
accidental to it. 


There have been many falſe Pre- 
tences to the true Church all along. This was ear- 


ly foretold, and in a very particular manner. Many 
Jalſe Prophets ſhall ariſe and deceive many. Then, Matt. xxiv. 
if any Man ſhall ſay to _—_ lo here is Chriſt, or 


there, believe it not, ſor there ſhall ariſe. falſe * 
Chrifts and ſulſe — os; ,and ſhall ſhot great Signs 


and Wenders, inſomuc 
Ele - Bebold' I habe told 


this very account, to iy the Spirits. Beloved. be- 
hieve not every St pirit, but trysthe Spirits whether 


hat if it were foſſibie, they 23. 24. 


And, Beware * 4% Prophets which come to 7 15+ 
Dou in Sheeps Clothing. And we are warned upon 


they be of God, 'becauſe many ſulſe Prophets are gone 1 Job. iv. 1. 


— into the World. The Apoltle ſpeaks of the great 
Antichriſt. iobercof we have heard that he ſhall — 
come, and even now already is in the World. And 


another-Apoltle, Of the Man of Sin to be revealed, 1 Theſſii,q. 


tbe Son of Perdition; and of the Myſtery of Iniquity 
which-did already wart ; and of the wicked one who 
was to-be-revealed; and whoſe Coming is after the 
Working of Satan with all Power and Siens and ly- 
ing Wonders, and with all Decervableneſs of Unrigh- 
lcouſneſs in them who periſh. And in the Churches 
of Smyrna and Philadelphia, we read of thoſe who 


and are of the Synagogue of Satan. 
Now this Promiſe cannot reaſonably be under- 
ſtood to ſecure them who only falſly pretend to 
the Ghurch of Chriſt, and have only the Name and 
Shew, without the Truth and Reality, or the Power 


0 Spirit of it, Who have no bettet Evidence of 


B 2 being 


— 


9. 


J 17 ay they are Je us and are not but He and blaſpheme, Rev. ii Ng 


111. 9. 


12 Tron preacttd on Nov. 5. © 


being the true Church, than the furious and empty 
Fer. Mi. 4. Clamours of the Jewiſh Zealots, Who rrufted in 
Jung Words, ſaying the Temple of the Lord, the 
emple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are 
iv. theſe ; and concetning whom He threatens, That * 
xv. be woulddoto this Houſe called by his Name, where- * 
= m4 trufied, as be did to Shiloh; that be would | 
* them out of bis fight, and not be intreated for 
them; and pour out his Anger and Fury upon them. 
We read particularly that the Kingdom of Anti. 
chriſt, the great Rival and Enemy of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, ſhall be deſtrqyed: Whom the Lord 
beh. ii.8, will conſume with the Spiri® of bis Mouth, and de- 
ſtroy with the Brightneſs of bis coming, And that 
they all might be damned who believe not the Truth, | 
— 72: bat have Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. And the 
ten Horns, which ſignifys thoſe who gave their 
Power to the Beaſt the Powers of the Earth in 
Subjection to the Antichriſtian State; they /ha/l 
Rev, xvii, hate the Whore, and make ber deſolate and naked, 
16, and ſhall eat her Fleſh, and burn ber with Fire. 
There is no Protection in this Promiſe to thoſe 
who are truly, and in rhe Sence of the Scripture, 
Hypocrites, or Hereticks in the Chriſtian Church 
Fob. xv. 2. for the fruitleſs Branches in the true Vine, he za4- 
eth away; a withered Branch may be broken off. 
And we read of falſe Propbets, who bring in dam- 
2Pet. ii- 1+ nable Here ſies, even denying the Lord x; i bought | 
them, and bring upon themſelves ſwife Deſtruction. 
Nor will it ſecure every thing which is only 
accidental to the true Church, and ſeparable from 
it. It may be ſtript of all its Ornaments, and re- 
duced to great Simplicity, and great Diſadvantage. 
52 be not only without State, but without 
Convenience; without ſtately Temples, or ſolemn 
Aſſemblies, Oc. Tis ſufficient that what is eſſen- 
© fia/ to ix be preferyed, tho not every thing which 
| , is 
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Is Ornamental, or which may contribute to the 
7 Arcll Being, and the more flouriſhing and proſpe- 
rous State of it: There is Lite in the Root, like 
n Tree in Winter, tho? the Leaves and Bloſſoms are 
t hook off. The true Faith and Worſhip of fincere 
- hriſtians ſhall be continued to the End of the 
World, in ſpite of all the Oppoſition which can 
r Tbe made againſt ir. That Righteouſneſs, Peace and Rm xiv. 15. 
. y in the Holy Ghoſt, in which the Kingdom of 
„God confiſts, ſhall be ſupported and preſerved a- 
1 Igainſt all rhe Wickedneſs, Enmity and Miſery of 
d the World. Much leſs will ir ſecure any Corrupti- 
ons which have crept into the Chriſtian Church; 
t the Irregularities and Diſorders, the Mixtures and 
„ Allays in Doctrine, Diſcipline, or Worſhip ; for 
e the Wood, Hay and Stubble, which is built upon t cor. iii. 1 t. 
ir the Foundation, may be burned, and ſuffer /ofs, 15+ 
n ibo they themſclves ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire. 
11 2. It muſt be underſtood of the Chriſtian 
{ Church in general, or the Carbolick Church in the 
e. World; nor of any particular Church, or any 
ſe particular Place in it. We muſt underſtand it of 
e, the Chriſtian Intereſt in the World, that the King- 


| 3 dom of the Redeemer ſhall be preſerred ſome- 
where or other, and there ſhall be always a 
Cburch in Being. | | 

But then it muſt not be underſtood of a particu- 
he lar Church, or any particular Place; for there is 
Ino Security by any Promiſe of God of the certain 
ly Continuance of a particular Church, how famous 
m and flouriſhing ſoever it has been: Nor is he tied 
e- ¶ to any particular Place, tho' never ſo dear to God, 
ze. or highly favoured by remarkable Deliverances, or 
ut long Continuance-of Mercies to them. Yea, the 
nn Event has proved it otherwiſe; the Powers of 
n- © Darkneſs may prevail, and have prevail'd againſt 
ch it in this reſpect: The Kingdom of God may be ta- 
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Aus. xxi. ken from an unworthy People; and given to 4 N. 
* ü tion bringing forth the Fruit of it, and the Candles | 
. 5, Rick removed out of its Place. So the ancient 
ds Church, famous throughout the World for 
Rem, ii. 1 5. O many Ages, was at laſt caſt away, and broke off. | 
| 37 The fitſt Chriſtian Churches of Antioch, eruſa- 
lem, the ſeven famous Churches of 4%, the 
Churches of Epheſus particularly, and Porgamus, 
in whom there were ſo many good Things, and 
but a few. Things found againſt them, now lie bu- 
ried in thair own Ruins, and over-run with Barba- R | 
rous and Mahometan Darkneſs. Many Proteſtant © 
Churches in France and Germany, which were 
once numerous and flouriſhing, are now deltroyed, 
and laid waſte, and the milerable Remains di- 
ſpers'd, throughout all the Parts of, Europe. It 
was the Opinion of the pious Herbert, now near 
- 100.Years ago, that Religion ſtood on Tip. tac here 
in England, and was ready to remove to the Weſt- | 
Indies, which was about the time of the Goſpels F + 
firſt planting in New- England: And it were well if 
there were Reaſon to think it had taken a firmer. | 
Footing ſince, and were more likely to continue ! 
With us, _ of? 

3. It muſt, be underſtood of tha utter Extirpa- 
tioꝝ and Ruin of it, not of Oppicthon and Per/e- | 
cation, It don't ſecure the Curiſtian Church from 
the Violence of its Enemies, or the cunning Craft | 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; from Perſecu- | 
tion and Suffering, cr Errour and Corruption. It may 

oſſibly be very much reduced, and brought very 

ow. It has been often expos'd to the Worlds Fu- 

ty ; the wild Beaſts of the Forreſt have broke in 

upon the ſacred Incloſure, and laid waſte the He- 

ritage of the Lord. The Sandluary of the Lord 

| has many a time lain deſolate, and the Ways of Sion 

© @eourned.. The fiacere Profeſſors of the Aten 
I * urc 
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Church bave been treated with all the Rage of 
Malice, and all the Arts of Cruelty. The Church 
has been ſtained and torn with unnatural Heats, and 
Y very mich weakned by irs own Diviſions, thro? 
the Pride of Preheminence, and an unyielding 
Stiffneſs and Rigout of Mind. It may poſſibly 
become the Prey and Repreach of its Enemies at 
Once. | | 

But then, all the Power of Earth and Hell, the 
whole Strength and Cunning of Pagan and Papal 
Rome-together, ſhall never be able ro deftroy the 
Being of it, or root it out of the World, that it 
ſhould not have a Name and Memorial in the 
Earth. It has been preſerved in one Place, when 
driven out of another; and as the Sea is obſerved 
t to overflow ſome other Land when it ſinks and loſes 
r Gtound in any Place; fo the Goſpe! has ſpread and 
e obtained in ſome Places where it was not known 
. before, when it has been baniſhed or removed 
Is from any of thoſe in which it formerly was. 
it ] And it never will be quite extinguiſhed or born 
r down by all the Weight of Violence, and all the 
s Attifice in the World. There will be ſome fin- 
cete Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faitb, and true to 
2. the Intereſts of Chriſt, when all the Powers of 
. Earth and Hell have done their worſt. The Hea 7/4. ii. ri 
m then rage, and the People imagine à vain thing, 
jz 7 when the Kings of the Earth ſet themſelves, and. 2 
u- I Rulers tate Counſel together againſt 'the Lord, and 
ay apainſt hit anointed. The Hora which” bad Hes, : 
iy and a Mouth which ſpake very great things, i. e. Dan, vi ai. 
u- the fapal Empire, 4 War with the Saints, and . 
in ¶ prevaited ageinſt then, untill the Antient f Days 2 | 
le- came, and then Fudement was giuen to the Saints 
rd of the moſt High, and time came ibut the Saints poſ- 
ion Jeſſed the King don. | EE. 12 | , 
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This might be more particularly illuſtrated by a 

ſingular Inftance. The Church is B e by a 8 

Rev. xii. Woman cloathed with the Sun, and the Moon under 

beg. ber Feet,and ſhe being with Child crieth, travailing in 

Birth, and pained to be delivered; She is repre- 

ſented by a Woman for her weak and defenceleſs 

State, and in Travail, to repreſent her Struggles 

and Endeavours to propagate Religion in the World, 

The great Enemy of the Church is repreſented by 

a great red Dragon, ſomething fierce and power- 

ful, probably the Pagan Roman Empire, which firſt 

rſecuted the Chriſtian Church, and was the great 

nſtrament in the Hand of the Devil. The Dra- 

4- gon ſtood before the Woman which was ready to be de- 

liver d, to devour her Child as ſoon as it was born; 

to blaſt all her Endeavours, and deſtroy fincere 

Chriſtians, particularly, the Man. Child which ſbe 

3. broaght forth, i. e. perhaps Chriſt Himſelf, and his 

Spiritual Kingdom in the World; or elſe Conſtan. 

tine the Great, the firſt Chriſtian Emperour, whe 

owned and eſpouſed ir. In this Danger, We read 

6. the Woman fled to the Wilderneſs, where ſhe hat h 4 

Place prepared of God, that they ſhould feed ber 

there 1260 Tears. The Expreſſions ſeem alluſive 

to the Deliverance of the Jewiſh Church from 

| _ Egyptian Bondage, and their Preſervation in their 

Wilderneſs State; and denote a Place of ſafe Re- 

meat from the Violence of the Dragon, After this, 
| 
| 
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there was War in Heaven, in the Chriſtian Church, F-- 
Michael and bis Angels fought againft the Dragon, | 
7. and the Dragon fought and bis Angels, and prevail. 
ed not, neither was their Place found any more in 
Heaven. Andihe great Dragon was caſt out, the 
9. ald Serpent, called the Devil and Satan, who deceived 
the whole Narid. He was caſt out of the Roman h 
Empire, which he had deceived by Idolatry and be 
Wickedneſs, upon its turning Chriſtian, And they F* 
" - over = | 
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Pvercame him by the Blood of the Lamb, and the 
Vor of their Ieſtimony; i. e. by the Power of their 
Faiczh in the Victory of the Croſs, and their Pati- 
2nce and Conſtancy in their own Sufferings. | 
Well, the Conflict is again renewed. Whey the 
Dragon ſaw be was caſt upon the Eartb, he perſecuted 
the Naman which brought forth the Man- Child. He 
tirred up freſh Perſecutions by the Powers of the 
barbarous Nations. And there was freſh Means 
provided for her Safety: To the Woman was given 
ro Wings of a great Eagle, that ſhe might fly into 
the Wilderneſs, where ſhe is nouriſhed for a time, 
and timer, and a half time, from the Face of the 
Serpent. She was ſupported and preſerved by the 
Remains of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Empire while 


known Enſign. | a 

The Serpent purſues the Conflict, and follows 
her into the Wilderneſs : The Serpent caſt out of 
his Mouth, Waters, as a Flood, after. the Woman, 
that he might cauſe ber to be carried away of the 
Flood; i. e. either by the Inundation of the barba- 
rous Nations, cauſing great Deſolation ; or Floods 
of Error and Hereſies upon the Increaſe and Pro- 
perity of the Chriſtian Church, to corrupt and de- 
file her, And ſhe was preſerved in this Danger too: 
The Earth belped the Woman, and the Earth opened 
her Mouth and ſwallowed up the Flood which the 
Dragon caſt out of bis Mouth. Whether that ſig- 
Iniſie a Diverſion from Perſecution by the Deſola- 
tion cauſed by the barbarcus Nations; or the Care 
which was taken to ſtop the Progreſs of the early 
Hereſies by the firſt Fathers and Councils. | 

4. It muſt be underſtood of the Certainty of the 
thing, and of the final Event; not of our Appre- 
henfions of ir, or the preſent Appearance it may 
bear. The Church may be undes a Cloud for the 

as "5 n preſent, 
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preſent, and reduced to great Obſcurity. The Dra- © 
gon may prevail to drive the Woman into the Wil 8 
derneſs, and keep hex there a conſiderahle time: 7 
which ſignifies not only a Place of Security from C 
the Rage of Perſecution, but a State of Ob/ſcurity, by 
a Retreat from publick Notice and Appearance. 2 
The Church may lie concealed for a configerable 5 
time, and be like the Sun under a Clpud, which 

don't appear in its proper Glory, and perhaps ſome- 7 
times hardly viſible. The primitive Chriſtians h 
wandered in Teſarts and Mountains, in Dens and 

Caves of the Earth. There were ſeveral dark Ages 
of Popery, when great Ignorance and Colaption 5. 
overſpread the Face of the Chriltian World. Ihe F 
old Serpent bad decerved ihe whole World. And, 
All the Werld wondered after the Beaſt, The Ap- 5 


pearance may be ſo dark, as to give glootny Appre- 
henſions to wiſe Obſervers, and caufe great Thoughts Hof 
of Heart. It was obſerved of Me/anihon, a very 
wiſe and good Man, but of a fearful and tender 
Spirit, in the beginning of the Reformation; that 
he was often afraid in tome difficult Conjupctures In: 
it would have been quite cruſhed, and was almoſt 2 
ready to give up all Hopes; which made the bold 
and zealous Luthur, his intimate Friend, often 
chide and encourage him together. 

But then it will be certainly preſerved, tho it be 
ſometimes ſcarce viſible. It will owtride the Storm, 
tho it is ſorely toſſed, and almoſt out of fizhr, Ir 
will emerge and recover it felt from preſent Dan» V/ 
ger, and break our, like the Sun through a Cloud, 
with a more ſenſible Glory and agreeable Surprize. &,, 
She will ſtand the Skocks of Time, and Oppoſition 5 
of all her Enemies, and will appear at length, and 


in the laſt Iſſue, victorious and triumphant over hy. 
them. And we truſt the Time is coming, and may Ky, 
it be haſtened by the Prayers of all the Faithful, 
5%: ks. Wt NR when 
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when the Chriſtian Church will take a wider 
Spte id, and appear with greater Glory than ever: 
When the Authorigy, of Chrilt the Head of the 
Church, will be more fully owned and ſubmicted 
to; the Power of his Spirit be poured forth in a 
more plentiful and efficacious manner; when it 
ſhall ſhine in the Simplicity and Purity of the Goſ- 
pel Worſhip, and in all the Beauties of Holineſs in 
the Lives of its Profeſſors; when all adverſe Powers 
{Hall be crufh'd, and all Enmities among themſelves 
reconciled ; Truth and Love ſhall embrace and 
reign, and that antient Propheſy be more remarka- | 
bly fulgled ; The Wolf and the Lamb ſhall feed tos Iſa. 65. 25. 
gether, the Lyon eat Straw like the Bullock, and and mare 
Duſt ſhall be the Serpents Meat, they ſhall not hurt cg, 
nor deſtroy in all my holy Mount. wy e 
II. I ſhall confider in a few Words the Certainty 
of rhe Promiſe, or the Security we bave of its Ac- 
compliſnment; for next to the Meaning of the 
Promiſe, we ate concerned to know the Truth of 
it. And the Comfort and Encouragement it is ca- 
pable to afford will be ſo much the greater, the 
learer and more ſenſible is the Evidence of its Per- 
ormance. I ſhall argue only from two things. 
6. 1.*Tis plain they have not yet prevailed agiinſt 
t. There has been a formed Deſign, and many 


Powerful Attempts from the Beginning of a Church 
Sn the World. The Powers of Hell and Earth have 


ombined together. The Heatben have raged, and 
the People imagined a vain thing, the Kings of the 8 
arth have ſet themſelves, and Rulers take Counſel 
ogetber, to dEthrone the Lord's Chriſt, and deſtroy 
ais Kingdom in the World. Jer bas be ſet his 
mg upon bis holy Hl! of Sion, And he who bas 
placed him there, will ſupport and maintain him 
here. There were 7000 in I/rae! who had not bowed xi as 
0 Baal, when the Prophet Elijah thought he was 19. 
, 1 C 2 g leſt 6 
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Dan. iii. 26. left alone. The fiery Furnace and the Lyons Den | 
V. 22. could not deſtroy the Viſible Church when there 
{cemed but four Perſons in the World who durk 3 
publickly own it, | & 
The whole Weight of the Roman Empire in its 
Full Strength was bent againſt the Chriſtian Church 
in its Infant State, when ir appeared in a naked 
Simplicity, deſtitute of ſecular Power or Intereſt, 
to ſupport or give it Countenance. Ir ſtood the 
Shocks of repeated Aſſaults with the greateſt Vio- 
lence and Cruelty which the Hzighth of Malice, or 
Depth of Subrilty, could inſpire. Of this Kind, 
the moſt remarkable were the Ten famous Per ſe- 
cutions by the Pagan Emperors ; particularly that 
1 453 long and bloody One in the Reign of + Diocleſian, 
1 vxrhich continued ten Years together z and that un- 
C:p. 11, der & Julian the Apoſtate, in which all the Malice 
. P. 362 and all the Cunning of the Devil, the Rage of the 
Deren. Lab. Dragon, and Subtilty of the Serpent, mer'together, 
es. Thus it ſupported it ſelf one Age after another, 
in a long Succeſhon of Suffering, and in a molt 
aſtoniſhing and un&countable manner, in the meer 
Virtue of this gracious Promiſe, and an invifible 
Preſence which attended it; ſo that many of more 
' Ingenuous and humane Minds were every where 
converted, by the Conſtancy of the Martyrs ; anc 
thoſe of more prejudiced and cruel Natures, were 
tired out with the fruitleſs Executions. Till at 
length the Cloud no bigger than a Man's Hand 0 
veripread the Face of the whole Heavens, this lit 
tle Leaven leavened the whole Lump, and the 
Empire it ſelf turned Chriſtian under Conſtantine 
It ſubmirted to that Power it could neyer over 
come. 6 che F 
And it has met with great Oppoſition and AlF 1 
fault from the Power of Antichriſt, which ba], 
ipread almoſt over the Face of the Chriſtian World 
FF an 
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nd cauſed a Deluge of Blood and Superſtition 
> Swbereyer it prevailed, The moſt remarkable In- 
Sftance - bere, is that of the ancient Waldenſes and Dr.- Ali 
SZ Albigenſes in the Valleys of Predmont, who kept 3 
ibe Leia of Feſus in the darkeſt times of Po- cleſiſliont 
pery, and never by any Means could be corrupted; Hiſtory of 
or deſtroyed by incredible Slaughters, and the De. theancient 
ſolations of many Generations, Since the Reforma: 21 
tion, all the Popiſh Powers, Secular and Eccle „, 1690. 
ſiaſtical, their Princes, and their Councils, have 
conſpired together to ſtifle the Man- Chilu in the 
„Birth; 2 reſtleſs Violence, and artful Cruelty, 

have purſued and proſecuted it in every Country, 
and every Place: So that the Deſtruction it has 
cauſed of Proteſtant Lives and Proteſtant Blood 
by Wars, Maſſacres, Inquiſition; by Martyrs burnt 
at the Stake, expoſed to rhe Rack, broke upon 
the Wheel; the Confinements and Miſeries of 
Dungeons and Gallies z of thoſe who have been 
either oppreſs'd, or betray'd by Popiſh Powers, | 
breathing forth Slaughter, or ſpeaking Lies in Hy- 21beſ. iv. a 
Pocriſie; Jultiftying the Action, or diſſembling tbe 
le Guilr; with publick Warrant and Allowance, or 
e againſt the Faith of ſolemn Oaths and Edicts; is 
rf reaſonably ſuppos'd to exceed in kind and quanti- 
i ty, all the Perſecutions of the Heathen World to- 
1 gether. | CNEL, | 
nll And now 1 think, I may ſafely venture to aſſert, 
2 That 'tis hardly poſſible or conceivable that the 
Chriſtian Chutch ſhould undergo greater Oppoſi- 
1 tion from any of the Powers of Hell, than it has - 
already ſuſtained for above x600 Years together. 
And we plainly ſee it has yet a Being in the World, 
and has gained a conſiderable Intereſt and Credit 
in it too. | | | 
F. 2. We have Reaſon to conclude They ever 
all al! prevail againſt it, and that chiefly upon a 
Y &euble Account, | 1. Of 
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, Of the Power of Chriſt, who is able to 2 L 
ſerve it. He is ſeated as a King upon bis Holy Hill, 
and he ſways the 1 * of tg; uy Tune 

_ Government of the World is44p2n his Shoulders, * 

Eph. 5, 21. and He is conſtituted Lord of all. Ie hath put all 
things under his feet, and gien him to be Head over | 
5 all things to the Church. He is not only Head of 

the Church, but Head over all other things for the 
Service and Safety of the Church. „ 
All the Power of their Enemies is under his 
Controul, and ſubjec to his Authory. By Him 
Kings reign, and Princes decree Fuſtice, He ſets 
Bounds to the Power of the greateſt Mortal, and 
reſtra ins and checks the Exerciſe: of their Wrath, 
The Powers of Darkneſs were ſubject to Him in 
his bumble ſuffering State. They obeyed bis Call, 
and could nor ſtir without his Leave. He diſpoſ- 
ſeſled the frong Man armed, and pulled down the 
firongeſt Holds. of the Devil in the World. The 
Heathen Oracles were ſtruck dumb, and their Idols 
Lak. x. 18. and Altars deſerted, Satan fell like Lighiing from 
Heaven, which is the ſtrongeſt Image of a ſwift 
and ſpeedy Downfall. And doubtleſs he has much 
more the Government and Direction of evil An- 
gels and wicked Men in his glorified State, and in 
1 iii. 22. the full Exerciſe of his Sovereign Power; for An- 
gels, and Authorities, and Powers, are made ſubject 

een JELS.. 

This carries the Matter thus far, That he is ea- 
ſily able to preſerve his Church againſt the ſtrongeſt 

. and boldeſt Attempts of all the Powers of Hell. 

Des. ii.24 The Stone cut out of the Mountain without Hands, 
Mall ſmite the Image upon the Feet, and break it to 
72 The Words of the Pſalmiſt expreſs the 

Pſal. li. 4 


igheſt Indignation and Contempt. He who firrerb 

in the Heavens laug herb, the Lord ſhall have them 

in Deriſion. He deſpiſes all their feeble * 
F qt | an 
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nd can blaſt and cruſn them in a Moment, by a ſe, 
tet Infatuation, or ſudden Vengeance. I bon halt 8. 
rea them with an Iron Rod, thou ſhalt daſh them 
pieces like a Potters Veſſel. With greateſt Terror 
o them, but with all the Eaſe to Himſelf, and 
ithout any Strain of his Power. 
2. The Honour of Chriſt, who is concern'd to 
do it. The Honour of his Faithfulneſe is concern- 
ed; for he has aſſured us the Gates of Hell ſhall Nu. xxviii. 
or prevail againſt it, That he will be with them 20. 
altzays, even to the End of the World. And chat - , 
his Spirit ſhall abide with them forever. And he 
muſt needs be as good as his Word. *Tisn 
hat he perform his Promiſe, and ſupport the Ho- 
nour of his Faithfulneſs in the World. 
_ Befides, The Honour of his Undertaking is 
deeply concerned in it. It more concerns him 
than it does us that his Intereſt and Kingdom are 
preſerved in the World, which he has bought with 
ſo dear a Price, and built upon a Rock For if the 
ates of Hell ſhould ever prevail againſt it, and 
be able to over turn the Building, What would be. 
ome of the great Deſign He propoſed to under - 
ake? Of his Appearing and Suffering, of the Par- 
eaſe of his Blood, and the Exerciſe of his Domi - 
nion in the World ? Then the Powers of Darkneſs 
would appear not only oppolite to Chriſt, bur ſu- 
perior to Him. The Serpent would bruiſe the 
Head inſtead of the Heel of the Woman's Seed. 
The Devil would be too ſtrong for Chriſt, who 
came to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, Then 
Chriſt would die in vain, and be defeated of his 
glorious Deſign; yea, he would be dethroned by 
apoſtate Rebels, and expoſed to the Scorn and 
Triumpb of victorious Devils. 
And if this is an inſufferable Indignity and 
Diſhonour to the glorious Redeemer, not to be al- 

* _ lowed 


' wag > WS ww TT # www WW = — Vis_'- 


*r 


8 N 1 — * aw -* 
— — _ — | er 


Ix. ASER 


MON preach'd on Nov. CY | 


lowed or endured ; if there is the greateſt Abſur- 
dity in Reaſon, and flatteſt Impoſſibility in the Na. 
ture of things; then there is the higheſt Evidence, 
and greateſt Security that it never ſhall be ſo. He 
will aſſert his own Rights, and ſupport his King 
dom in the World. I proceed, | 
III. To apply it briefly in 3 or 4 Reflections. j 
1. We are not to wonder at the Oppaſit ion of 
the Powers of Darkneſs. Our Lord has not pro- 
miſed that they ſhall not oppoſe, but that they 10 
{hall not over · come; yea, it fairly implys and ſuppo- 
ſes thus much. There bas been a continual Conteſt 
in every Age of the World between the Seed of 
the Woman, and the Serpeni's Seed. The Chri- 
ſtian Church has been aſſaulted by Suffering and 
Deceit, and been always the Mark of the Devil's 
Jeb.Yv.19.Malice, and the World's Hatred. Becauſe you are 
not of the World, but I have choſen you out of the 
World, therefore the World hateth you. And if 
any Man will live godly in Chriſt Feſus, be muſt ſuf- 
fer Perſecution, of one kind or other, and at one 
or other time of his Life, And the Apoſtle ad- F 
1Per.1v.12.moniſhes Chriſtians ; Beloved, think it not ſtrange M. 
concerning the fiery Iryal which is to try you, as 25 
tho ſome ſtrange thing happened to you. = 
To make outward Proſperity and Grandeur a ak 
Note of the true Church, is pla inly to change theſth 
Notion and Idea which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 55 
have given us of it, and warrant us to expect; andþ.:c- 
in a Church ſtained with the Guilt of groſs IdolaJy;c 
try, Cruelty, and Wickedneſs, would more reaſo{ 1 
nably be reckon'd a Mark of the Beaſt, and an- 


| | Inſtance of Hrong Deluſion in them who believe. i = 
1 Lye. | 1* 
2. We may. learn, Whence it comes to paſ: n 
that the Church has been preſerved all along, Thaf 
it has not been deſtroyed in ſo long a time, in the 


midſt. of all the Enmity and Oppoſition of the 
World and the Devil, This is truly wonderful, 
and will be thought by any who confider, as 
{urprizing an Appearance in the Mora! World, as 
any we admire in the Natural: For the Church is 
a weak and feeble Woman, expoſed in a Wilder- 
neſs, and purſued by powerful Violence. The Fol- 
lowers of the Lamb-are ſent forth as Sheep in the 
midfl of ravenous Wolves, aſſaulted on all Hands, 
and by every different Way ; often without any 
ſecular Power to defend and protect it, but always 
"|| unequal to its Enemies in Number and Strength; 
and yet it has been upheld and preſerved many 
f Ages together by the ſingle Power of Chriſt, and 
in virtue of this gracious Promiſe; and remains to 
this Day a ſtanding Monument in the World of 
; his powerful Care, and faithful Mercy rowards 
them. 6304 4543 
11 3. This gives us a Ground of humble Confidence 
land Hope of its Continuance and Preſervation. 
j-| When the Devil ſeems to be unbound and Jer looſe, 


10 


knows his time 1s ſbort; ſpreading Plagues among 
[Mankind ; and He who is the Father of  Lyes, and 
4a Murderer from the Beginning, propagates his 
own Image, and in{uſes:Fa//hood and Crue/ty among 
the Inhabiranrs of the Earth; when the Powers of 
heſthe Earth at any time combine together againſt ir, 
lesſor ſoem ready to deſert and betray it; when all 
iſible Proſpect fails, and preſent Appearances are 
liſcouraging; when our Hopes run low, and our 
rears riſe high, which has ſometimes been the 


la 
o 


MCaſe; we have yet this Ground of humble Hope 
& Fefr, and can never be deprived of it, That God 
ill take Care of his own Intereſt in the World, 


oo pd. Chriſt will be 5 with the Chriſtian 


Church 
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4. and is come down, having great Wrath," becauſe he Rev. +, +. 


XII. 12. 
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| Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 


immediate Interpoſure of Providence, and in the 


and the happy Settlement after it. 


4 SB, MON preach d an Nov. 5, 5 


: a — Is CRE 


againſt it. me ut? b. 

We have reaſon for this Encouragement in the 
wonderful Deliuerance we this Day commemo- 
rate from the Power of Popifh Enemies, by an 


* 


moſt remarkable Manner. When a bloody De/ign, 
deep and black as the bottomleſs pit, was in fo 
extraordinary. a Way, detected and brought to 
ight. When a well concerted Scheme, formed 
by the moſt: refined Politicks ; ſupported by a 
powerful Force; back'd with a ſtrong Alliance 
Abroad; encouraged by faithleſs Principles, and 
baſe Submiſſions ot many at Home z to deſtroy the 
Proteſtant Relig ian and Civil Liberty among us; 
was all unravelled and defeated, when Juſt ripe 
tor Execution, and ready to take Effect; -and that 
by ſo remarkable a Turz upon the Minds of Men, 
as plainly ſhewed the Finger of God, and rendre 
the Succeſs of our great Deliverer, like that of 
the Church againſt the Gates of Hell, not by 
Might, nor by Power, but by the Spirit of the 
Lord; and made him prevail rather by rhe Influ- 
ence of his Preſence, than che Point of his Sword; 
and gain Ground where-ever he came, not ſo much 
by the Terrour of his Arms, as by the Sound of 
his glorious Name. And to this Day's Deliverance 
we owe the Great O/prier of the prefent Reign, 


And O what Pity and Aftonihment, that thoſe 
who ſhare io the common Deliverance of this Day, 
who have fill common Enemies and Dangers ; 
who ſtand engaged by common Ties, and endeared 
by mutual Relation to one another ; ſhould yet 
weaken their own Hands, and {trengthen thoſe of 

LY | LPT 812 „ their 
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zix Enemies, by -unreaſonable Differences, and 
natural Violence; and by our Wickedneſs aud 


when all the Powers of our Enemies, and the 
es of Hell ſhould never prevail againſt uvs. 
We have this left for our own Support, under 
e-Guilr of fo great Wickednefs, Ingtatitude and 
ly, that tho? God is not tied to any Place or Na- 
n, yet he has not uſed to reject a profeſſing Peo- 


poltacy has become more general: While there 


ins among us, while there is 4a Chriſtian Church 
any degree of Purity and Zeal, there will be 
om for Hope ot the Continuance of the Goſpel 
d a giacious Protection over us. And our Hope 


hich ſuch a Proſpect is able to give vs. 

4. What Comfort and Support may this afford 
true Believers under all the Tryals of Lite; for 
o' this is ſpoken of the Chriſtian Church, yet it 
eds true of every ſincete Member of it, that the 
lates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt them. Our 


—__ 


it of bis Hand. And the God of Peace will bruiſe 
tan under their Feet ſhortly. They may be tried 
5 Sufferring, and tempted by Sin; they may be 
lighted by proſpects of Danger, and preſs d with 
pwerful Aſfaults; but all the Powers of Hell, 
ad -all the Methods of Tempration, thall never 


nevail to the utter Ruin of any upright and faith. 


jul Soul. 
He will enable them by the Power of his Grace 


to wreſtle with Principalities and Powers, and re- 


t the Devil; and will make every one of them 
| . Pre- 


viſionꝭ, provoke the Vengeance of Heaven againt 


conſiderable Numbers of ferious praying Chrif- 


e highly favoured of him, till their Revolt and 


u Warantably riſe in proportion to the Views | 


leſſed Redeemer will give them eternal Liſe, and Jol. x. 28. 
ey ſhall never periſh, neither hall any pluck them Rom. xvi. 20 
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= in the [aft Event againſt all the Powers of 
rkneſs; They will be fer out of the Reach o 

all his fiery Dees. and fatal/Influence ;-rh& / Ser 

ent will never wind himſelf into the Heavenly 

aradiſe, or be able to tempt and diſturb them 

any more; They will dwell in perſeds Peace, and 

flow in pureſt Pleaſures. There will be a Diſchare, 

Jom this War, and the whole Church will become 

triumphant. Every Member will meet in the ge- 

Heb. xi. 3. neral; Aſſembly and Church of the firfl| born above, 

and each one appear with Enfigns of Victory and 

Rev. iv. 4. Glory: They will be c“oathed with white Robe t, ha- 

7.9 wing ontheir Heads Crowns of Gold, and Palme in 

their Hands; and will fing Songs of Triumph over 

the ruined Powers a :Darkneſs,; and to the immor:- 

Rom. viii. tal Honour of the victorious and glorified Lemb of 

27 God. They will be more than Conquerors through 

adi. for who has loved wap oe and * in you} 
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